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From the Bookshelf

The Landscape of Treason. .. ..o, L.

. By Erncst S. Pisko
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Treason in the  Twentietho  Century, by On details one may agree or disagree with
Murgret Boveri New York: G Putnamt's Miss Boverl. One may feel that some of
Sons. 370 ph. 3590, her often brilliart character portraits are

The Traitors, by Alan Moorchead. New York: drawn too dark or ome too bright. One may
Harper & Row. 206 pp. 82 question some o1 the facts she lists and

Anatomy of Spying, by Ronald Seth. New find some mistakes, sueh as the alleged
York: T P. Dulton & Cn. 368 pp. $3.95. . suspension of fhe Bollingen Prize awards.

A Short Course in the Secret War, by Chiris- But all this weighs little compared with the
topher Felix, New York: E. P. Dutlon & book’s positive features. Herc is a serious
Cr. 314 pp. 85, ) work by an author determined—and 1n a

A Shori History of Espionage, by Colonel high degree succceding—to get as close to
Allison Ind, U, S Avimy Intelligence, Iet. the t*1th as is hurnanly possible.

New York: David McKay Company. 337 pp. . 4 FO|Ab3b

P §5.50.
. ) While Miss Boveri has drawn in vivid
Few words leive s bitter a taste in the  gpgkes w huge pieture of “the landscape of
mouth as “wreason”’ and “traitor.”” Few arve treason’™ and its inhabitants, Alan Moorchead,
as apt to opark passionale controversies, turn in “The Traitors,” examines the case his-
tiiends inta opponents, <plit a uotion, inflame tories of the thice atomic scientists Allan
wor ld opinion Nwi May, Klaus Fuchs, and Bruno Ponte-
.’. el . . corvo, who, as he remarks, “chose with rare
The dalctionary defines a traitor as one whe vellous. arrogance, o betray us tor our own
Bolrays a persou, a cause, a trust or'a coun- good.” They betraved with a clear conscience
{1y, This definition begs the key question, It, and with an “appulling ignorance” of right
1enores that, more often than not, what a and wrang.

cortain group at a certwin Ume has con- . Mr. Moorehead’s book is, with the excep-
denmed as treasou has been hailed by an-  tion of the preface, a reissue of his study
ater group s heroist, of 1952. It is as penetrating and instructive

Not 1many cascs of tréwson ave as clear-cut  today as it was 11 vears ago; aund its perti-
ax that of the Athienian Alcibisdes who, out  nence has not diminished.
ol thwarted amizition, wen. over to th.c”Spa,]t'-. b b4
uns and lotey opsigns, Most fi 0
‘.):}( :;Li[,. . \-Lm l(]:)ml“d‘\‘,;}]? v(:\fgfz|<mw‘m,_ What May, Fuchs, and Pontecorvo have in
gton, Joeficoson, Iuml\lm the Acumses ware common, apart from their motivation, is
tintor a0 e British Government. When yhat they straddle the spheres of treason and

Sevdller wrote the motln iy tyrannpos™ un- .

. . . | h ;5 ) Jge, ) 2 £

s ibe titte or Lis play, “Die Rauber,” and CB{)lmaw .Th(.‘v\ belonged to both.

irem Wirtiombers, e was a traitor lo The stories of those mien and womcen who
ovCoeiea, Dote Mol L were predominaotly 31 exclusively spies 19

honprer Boverd s it in “Treeson in told in Ronald Scth’s "Anctomy of Spying,”
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fhe Dwonticth Contury™ “Men, hunged yes- Christopher Felix' “4 Short Cotrse in the
terday as .nt ws, oare tocav's herocs and Secret War,” and Alliser. Tad's “4 Short His-
nrayrs.” N quotes Juhn Steinbeck  on lovy 0[,‘&""‘-;10”“2”" )

Preenii o enes Tne Loy who reluses ta Mr. Seth’s scinolurty Lackground end per-
al oo nolice 1 nocer anal, The bov who sonal exwperiencez Wil S writes a0 thor-

bo hurows to Lhe enemy ough knowledge of bhic subject and vith psy-

“Po- hishicst forn of cholodieal insight He eveids n. cluu.nu\ but
: anowho nenge hs o have mixes cnough drama oo his in%iration
wn Bean o Led, i~ a treitar 1f he sympa- ou the mernational game 17 secret-3 “ching
Qvies with U s rvstem, and the to satiefy seckers of wiesvious thr i, who
van hori chir'ml» i:; 4 fraitor if he may nBot notice the oecarienal misspa W of
saread: Com x.mnm .d\ s
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* These dad nmany namics,

other ddenti e dista in ovder to 4 Lo
showe tihe hi lc“v Felat ionships v vieen the Like ™Mr. Secth, the psctdonyimous adyuwr
vptoyifes 1 vadious fclds af lTuria en- of “A Short Course in th2 J3ecret War' Yas
G apa she styesees the retbeca s of hod firsthand field experict ce. He served vt
thw o U6l cpposites a3 tone ol a United States inteiligence agent in Hup
he anost wrgene thdica of oo et gary aiter the war and managed an escans
PR P project ior fungarian anti-Communist po:’- ¢
. ., ) . ticizns in 1947, When the Communists, in the ‘
Moo Doveri saady of drecae diaoaer Uine cicction of that vear, blew up a 7 percent
fo oot the e O e wingl et t o8 e o vate 10 27 percent by meuns of faked balluts \

Ceove The German e firel, pubi- and _omright terror, he had to include hiinself
el 1906 il 1960 e our vole :gll;l.) own project and to flee to gafer terri-
wines wiath come 830 rages Ol tre fitst two His deseription of Communist tacties and
veoltares ave conteitod o the preses o foneri- the too often half-hearted . untermoves of
G oedition 1 hr:,\' dead malnly wide Peason  the Weslern powers is ac o caling as it is
saddening. His disclosure of the infvicacies of

Con
1

Jishiect

during World Vioar 10 ard renc2 ron Vidkon s . )
Ouis :‘:1 ‘l ' 'Ji,,. ¢ 0 t'(1,1 . d“ ot espionage and counterespionage and their
.‘\,0 “ ,‘('_ o Lo ol aemands on the physical, intellectual, and

te the (‘v--n' AN ;mi.~LH.¢| oo stance I N o o e )
. oD Otlo SR, ot i to be noral resources of agents makes interesting

am. t‘!;f'

ot ater tw vy, dealing reading. P
Gunoan ot vt ot poricaand
allé with b A e 8t tiude to- Mr. Ind, a retired colonel of the United
vietaity ol o vty alse e made States Army, for many years active in in-
atatiable soun, telligence, has put togethier a few score of
N saving thot o a .13 of seurcée . espionage stories from ancient times to ou:
atevial U the atihior ‘ “y 1;»\\\ =Y imn- aown days. Many of the stovies have been
Latinge 1 oo weak a v oy, told bcforc The author's bhabit of describing

o
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o whseh uie fas To Bt reduce thc value of his hook.
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